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Elderly, specially abled celebrate
Ram Navami w1th glfts prayers

HT Correspondent
« Myeporter s@hndustantmes. com

GURUGRAM: On the occasion of
RamNavmi,onSunday, afestive
meal, including prasad, was
made and served to around 500
people—mostof whomaresenior
citizens and persons with mental
disabilities who wereabandoned
by their families—at the Earth
Saviour Foundation's shelter
home, called Gurukul, inassocia-
tion with Cosmo Foundation, a
CSRarmof Cosmo Films Limited.

The shelter is located in
Bandhwari, around 20 kilome-
tres from Gurugram city.

Along with the prasad made
for thefestival, giftssuchastiffin
boxes, bags and money werealso
distributed among the shelter's
residents. “All the majorfestivals
arecelebrated at the centre. This
Navratri, residents of the centre
fasted, prayed and went to the
Chattarpurtemple,” foundation
director Maheshwari, who only
goes by her first name, said.

* Around 500 people were served at the centre.

Chairman and managing
directorof Cosmo Films Limited
Ashok Jaipuria was the chief
guest at the celebration and dis-
tributed food among the shelter
residents.The centre, started in
2008 by socialactivist RaviKalra,
to help the impoverished and
individuals with mental disabili-
ties, is currently home to people
asyoungas 18yearsoldandasold
as % years, saldcaretakersat the
centre."The police, non-govern-
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mental organizations and the
Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment often send people
they find onthe streetstothe cen-
tre. Wealso visit hospitalstofind
people who need help,” Mahesh-
warisaid.

The Foundation provides free
food, shelter, clothes and medici-
nes to the residents. An ambu-
lanceisstationed at the centreat
all times. People are welcome to
volunteer at the centreas well.



