n the occasion of
International
Women'’s Day,
Yamini Jaipuria,
managing trustee, Cosmo
Foundation, talks about
gender equality and her
journey to becoming an
influential name who
believes in the motto of
women for women.

Tell us about your
journey as a woman
entrepreneur, and your
values in your
professional life.

I've always wanted to help
people in need and make the
world a better place. This has
made me the person lam
today and motivated me to
set up Cosmo Foundation —
a key CSR initiative of Cosmo
Films Ltd —which has done
commendable work amid
the pandemic. I started my
career with General Electric
(GE) business international
services and was with the
company for almost 18 years
as the vice president of
human resources for GE
Capital Europe, Asia and
India. 1 also spearheaded GE
volunteers, the philanthropic
arm of GE for the Asia Pacific
region, and the diversity
initiative for GE India called
The Women's Network.

This year’s theme for
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International Women’s
Day is ‘Gender equality
today for a sustainable
tomorrow’. What are
your thoughts on it?
Without gender equality, a
sustainable and an equal
future is beyond our reach.
This year's theme is crucial
to highlight the efforts made
by women in leading the
change in their sectors.

How does the corporate
world see women now?
The last few decades have
seen a surge in the number of
women in the workplace and
economic system. Itis now
widely recognised that there
are no differences between
men and women in
capability or potential.

What advice do you have
for women aspiring to
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make a markin the
professional world?
Entry to professional life
can be overwhelming, butas
long as you are passionate
about what you do, you
should strive to learn and
grow. Iwant women to be
brave, take constructive
criticism positively and not
shy away from failures.

Who inspires you?

Mother Teresa dedicated
her life to help those less
fortunate, and I'd like to
achieve a similar story when
Ilook backonmylife.  Hrc
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for her work reflects

in her studio home
located at Delhi's Golf Links,
where each wall displays her
creations. She talks about her
journey of becoming an
artist, the need for women to
stand up for themselves and
more.

What are the challenges
you have faced asa
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woman and how did you
overcome them?

My personal and
professional journey has
been very fulfilling and
beautiful. I overcame the
challenges by consistent
work, through observations
and using my experiences to
reflect in my body of work.
My journey in art started
with my first exhibition of 25
works in the lobby of a
hotel... And after that, it was
awhirlwind of art camps,
exhibitions, group shows,
commissioned works. I toiled
foryears in trying to perfect




